PRACTICE ALERT
New ADR Professional and Ethical Requirements

Alternative Dispute resolution processes are firmly established under
federal and state laws. Competent legal representation therefore requires
attorneys to be familiar with those laws and ADR issues, and to advise clients as
to ADR alternatives. See Rules 1.1, 1.2(a) and 1.4(b).

Rule 1:40-1 (effective September 5, 2000) provides that State
complementary dispute resolution programs are an integral part of the judicial
process, and states specifically that “attorneys have a responsibility to become
familiar with available CDR programs and inform their clients of them.”



